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Detroit, Michigan
Thursday, July 26, 2016
About 3:00 p.m.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Good afternoon,
welcome to the weekly meeting of the Board of
Police Commissioners, our afternoon meeting here
at the board office, I should say the third
floor.

I am Commissioner Willie Bell, your
Chair for the meeting, and at this time I'm going
to ask 1f Commissioner Shelby would be so kind
for opening prayer.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Let us pray.

(INVOCATION WAS GIVEN)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank vyou.
Conducting the roll call, Commissioner Brooks is
excused.

Commissioner Burton? Commissioner Lisa
Carter 1s excused.

Commissioner Reggie Crawford?

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Here, sir.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Commissioner Eva
Dewaelsche?

COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: Present.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you.
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Commissioner Conrad Mallett?

Commissioner —-- our Vice-Chair Ricardo
Moore?

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Present, sir.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Commissioner
Derrick Sanders?

COMMISSIONER SANDERS: Present.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Commissioner
Richard Shelby?

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Present.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Commissioner Bishop
Edgar Vann? Mr. Secretary?

SECRETARY HICKS: Mr. Chair, you have a
quorum.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you and
sitting in place of the Chief of Police is our
very own Assistant Chief Steve Dolunt.

Good to see you this afternoon, sir.

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: Good afternoon,
sir.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you.

Mr. Hicks, our Secretary to the Board, Gregory
Hicks, will introduce the staff of the Board of
Police Commissioners.

SECRETARY HICKS: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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Just a few people -- today is kind of light as
you can see. Gail Oxendine is not here. I think

she's still on vacation.

COMMISSIONER BELL: I think she's
requested an excused absence for this meeting 1if
I recall.

SECRETARY HICKS: Pamela Davis-Drake is
here and, Pam, customarily what I've tried to do
is to have her introduce her staff, so we'll come
back to that and of course Robert Brown is here
and today the court reporter is Dale Rose.

So Pam, if you could introduce your
staff?

CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE: I have
Supervising Investigator Ainsley Cromwell and
Supervising Investigator Abdullah Nelson.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you.

SECRETARY HICKS: Mr. Chair, if I can
correct myself, Gail Oxendine i1s here and she
just entered the room.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Good to see you
this afternoon. The next item of business would
be approval of the agenda for this afternoon's
meeting which is July 28. The Chair would

entertain a motion to that effect.
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COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: So moved.

COMMISSIONER MOORE:

COMMISSIONER BELL:

supported. Discussion?
COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

SECRETARY HICKS:

Support.

Properly moved and

Those in favor, aye?

Opposed? Motion

carries. The approval of minutes from Thursday,

June 30; Thursday, July 7,

COMMISSIONER MOORE:

and Thursday, July 14.

So moved.

COMMISSIONER SANDERS: Second.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Second.

COMMISSIONER BELL:

moved and seconded.

aye?
COMMISSIONERS: Aye.
COMMISSIONER BELL:
Motion carries. Notations,

21 meeting was no gquorum,

It's been properly

Discussion? Those in favor,

Those opposed?

notes from the July

so that was no official

meeting, so let the record reflect that.

The next item would be Chairperson's

report. I'm going to reserve -- in fact, I'm

just going to say I don't have anything to report

at this time and OCI monthly report given by

Chief Investigator Pamela Davis-Drake will be

given at the next meeting that we formally -- as
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you can see, we're having a short casual meeting,
but a formal meeting by our attire here this
afternoon.

And I see -- I'm going to pause for one
second here.

(Commissioner Mallett arrives.)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Good to see you,
sir.

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: I didn't get the
memo about the shirts.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Well, we have one
for you. I know it don't fit your attire that
you normally GQ down, but we tried our best.

Let the record reflect that
Commissioner Conrad Mallett, Jr has joined us at
this time. And let's move right onto AC Dolunt's
report, please.

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: I'm just here in
place of the Chief right now. He's at the Youth
Jam at Chene Park and it's my understanding that
the Board is going there as well?

COMMISSIONER BELL: Yes, sir.

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: So we'll cut this
short and you're not dancing, are you?

COMMISSIONER BELL: No. We have a
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designated dancer who just arrived.

(Commissioner Burton arrives.)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Sunglasses and all.

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: Well, I'll be
there and there's really no big report today,
okay?

COMMISSIONER BELL: Yes, sir. You
thought we couldn't dance, huh?

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: I don't know, I
didn't see the wvideo, but I wasn't in it either,
so —-

COMMISSIONER MOORE: We weren't invited
to be in it.

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: I wasn't invited
either, so we're good.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Okay, we good, so
nothing pressing at this time?

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: No.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you, sir,
appreciate it.

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: Oh, the graduation
or the promotion ceremony, I'm sorry.

COMMISSIONER BELL: We all are aware of
it, 10 AM at Ebenezer Baptist Church -- not

Baptist --
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Page 9

Second Ebenezer,

Thank you,

10

o'clock, it's a promotion and appointment --

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT:

COMMISSIONER BELL:

them. Okay, thank you, sir.

to standing subcommittee report.

hear from Secretary to the Board, Mr.

Correct.

-— opportunity for

Moving right along

you have anything to report out?

SECRETARY HICKS:

We're going to

Hicks, do

Yes, Mr. Chair. I

just simply want to report that the office

received today a set of directives or one

directive entitled "Data Sharing Retention and

Dissemination”" which is proposed by the Chief's

Office to be added to the police manual.

We received that information and will

then take it through the review process

understand it the department is also in

process of posting at their website and

the posting is for 30 days to allow for

inspection and comments.

COMMISSIONER BELL:

Thank you,

and as I
the
typically

citizen

sir,

appreciate it. Any other outstanding committee

reports or subcommittee reports at this time?
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If not, under new business we have
resolution for three officers, retired officers,
and if the Vice-Chair would be so kind to read
the "NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED", is that
correct?

COMMISSIONER MOORE: That's correct.
Resolution honoring retired police officer
Cynthia B. Pardon.

"NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the

Detroit Board of Police Commissioners
speaking for the citizens of Detroit
and the Detroit Police Department award
this resolution to police officer
Cynthia Pardon in recognition of her 30
plus years of committed service.

We salute and congratulate you,
police officer Cynthia D. Pardon. Her
professionalism, integrity and standard
of commitment to the City of Detroit
and its citizens merit our highest
regard and best wishes for continued
success.

Detroit Board of Police
Commissioners".

Move for approval, sir.

RISVl hansonreporting.com
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COMMISSIONER MALLETT: Support.
COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: So moved.
COMMISSIONER BELL: Been properly moved
and supported. Discussion? Those in favor, aye?
COMMISSIONERS: Aye.
COMMISSIONER BELL: Those opposed?
Motion carries. If we could pause, I
acknowledged to the Commission, but I didn't
submit his name to the Board, Commissioner Willie
E. Burton has joined us five minutes ago and let
the record reflect that, Commissioner Burton, and
he's our designated official "Dancing with the
Stars" representative. Thank you, sir.
Mr. Vice-Chair.
COMMISSIONER MOORE: Resolution
honoring retiring police officer Michael Saraino.
"NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the
Detroit Board of Police Commissioners
speaking for the citizens of Detroit
and the Detroit Police Department award
this resolution to police officer
Michael Saraino in recognition of his
17 plus years of committed service. We
salute and congratulate you, police

officer Michael Saraino, for your
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fidelity to law enforcement.

Detroit Board of Police

Commissioners."

Move for adoption.

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: Support.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Support.

COMMISSIONER BELL:

supported. Discussion?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER BELL:

COMMISSIONER MOORE:

Properly moved and

Those in favor, aye?

Motion carried.

Last but not least

the third resolution honoring retired police

officer Tamika Guice.

"NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the

Detroit Board of Police Commissioners

speaking for the citizens of Detroit

and the Detroit Police Department award

this resolution to police officer

Tamika Guice in recognition of her 20

plus years of committed service.

We salute and congratulate you

police officer Tamika Guice. Her pride

and dedication have been invaluable

assets to the department and merit our

highest regard.
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Detroilt Board of Police
Commissioners."
Move for adoption.
COMMISSIONER MALLETT: Support.
COMMISSIONER SANDERS: Support.
COMMISSIONER BELL: Been properly

moved and supported. Discussion? Those in
favor, aye?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Those opposed?
Motion carries.

Any old business?

Let the record reflect that our
attorney for the Board Linda Bernard has been

present for the last 15 minutes or so, we

overlooked her, she was busy taking care of some

business, so I apologize, ma'am. It's good to
see you and I definitely know who you are, but
just for the formality.

COMMISSIONER SANDERS: Through the
Chair, under old business I'd just like to say
this Saturday we had a baseball tournament,
softball tournament and Precinct 2 won the
championship.

It was a pretty good outing and I was

RISVl hansonreporting.com
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there and Chief Craig was there and I really
appreciate the game that was played and what
Precinct 2 accomplished because they went through
a lot of stations to get to Number 1 in the

championship and they have my support, Precinct

2.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: What district is
that in?

COMMISSIONER SANDERS: 7th Precinct.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you, sir, for
that outstanding -- I know we have an active

softball player to my extreme left in the rank of
AC, Assistant Chief, and I watched him play I
think last year.

Did you play in the field day?

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: Not very well, but
I played.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Well, we didn't say
you could audition for the all-star team, but
just the fact that you're out there playing I
think is really a morale booster --

COMMISSIONER SANDERS: If you see those
guys play, it was just like man, I wish I was
young again.

COMMISSIONER BELL: You had your
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opportunity, sir. Let's move on.

Announcements, Thursday, August 4, 2016
is our next meeting here at Public Safety
Building at 3 o'clock. Our next community
meeting 1s going to be August 11, 2016 at 6:30 at
the 5th Precinct, that's Jordan Missionary
Baptist Church, 703 Newport.

Commissioner Mallett, that's an area of
Jefferson and Chalmers.

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: You know what
and I appreciate that, Commissioner Bell. I'm
going to put it in my GPS and just drive my car
pointed east and hope for the best.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you, sir. I
just have -- before we move to oral
communication, I think there's one item that we
have a graduation -- promotion class tomorrow.

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER BELL: And we had some
dialog briefly Chief Investigator Drake, I
promised them that I would bring it to your
attention at a meeting last week and I forget.

I don't want to appear before them
tomorrow and not mention that we want to just

share the dialog that we had and the particular

RISVl hansonreporting.com
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subject matter that's forthcoming -- Tasers.

CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE: Oh, Tasers? I
thought -- for the record, Pamela Davis-Drake,
Chief Investigator.

I thought you were going to do that,
sir, but that's fine, I can handle --

COMMISSIONER BELL: That's why you get
paid the big bucks.

CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE: Okay, keep
that in mind. If I miss anything, please fill
in.

I believe the conversation was about
the use of Tasers and the fact that the officers,
specifically the sergeants and lieutenants that
were being promoted, wanted that.

They thought that that would be a great
de-escalation tool and that that of course is --
it is much better than the use of a firearm.

So they were very much in support. We
were also in support of that. I know
Commissioner Bell did say that he would bring
that issue up with the department and lend his
support at that time, so -- and of course you
certainly have my support in that area.

We do realize there are a lot of issues

RISVl hansonreporting.com
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surrounding that, a lot of controversy.

Certainly there would be a lot of policy that
would have to have been written in order for that
to happen, but we would be remiss if we did not
bring that to your attention and let the
department know that this is something that they
want and that we are also in favor of.

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: I will relay that
to the Chief, thank you.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Okay, thank you,
Chief Investigator Drake. And may I add, this
issue came up in the discussion in the roll of
the Board of Police Commissioners, so I think
it's something that we need to look at early on
in terms of the pros and cons, all the issues
dealing with that, and they sort of remind us in
terms of explaining our duties and
responsibilities.

Well, you're the Board, you can really
weigh in on this issue because -- and the class
was clear. There was 110 percent support of this
particular issue, so I just wanted to share that
with you.

At some point in time maybe we can have

one of the committees, however we want to shape

RISVl hansonreporting.com
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it or mold it, get out in front in terms of how
we stand.

Commissioner Moore?

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Just very briefly,
Mr. Chairman, just a point of clarification. A
Taser is an intermediate weapon, it's not a
replacement for a firearm or primary handgun.

CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE: That is
certainly the department's choice, but no, that's
not my understanding.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: That's not the
department's choice, that's the way it's
structured. A Taser is not a replacement -- I
mean, as far at usage is concerned, but as far as
a guideline --

CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE: De-escalation
tool.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Yeah, exactly, but
it's not a replacement for the firearm.

CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE: It is not, no.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Through the
Chair, one of the things I've been advocating for
the past two and a half years was for this
department to have Tasers. I've been speaking

out on that for gquite some time, not only before
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this body, this Board, but also with the media.

But I just want to go forward just
looking at these minutes. You know, lately we
have not been in compliance with the Open
Meetings Act and as I'm looking at the minutes
here, you know, I like it to the point where we
approved the minutes today before I got here
actually because I ran a little bit behind
schedule, but looking at these minutes, I mean I
don't see how the Board can approve the minutes
if we just received these minutes today from
previous weeks.

We have not had minutes before this
body for six to eight weeks which approximately
is nearly a couple of months.

In addition, I'd like to put a motion
on the floor today for minutes to be -- for
minutes to be available for commissioners in that
48 hours prior to a meeting at least.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Through the
Chair. Commissioner Burton, I have a copy of the
Open Meetings Act, I've read it a few times. If
you care to peruse it anytime, you can borrow my
copy or I'll make you a copy.

I think we are within the Open Meetings

RISVl hansonreporting.com
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Act. By the way, prior to your arrival as you
stated the minutes from the previous meetings
were approved.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Commissioner
Crawford --

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: The Board
approved them.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: So they was
approved without having minutes prior? Today we
get minutes here, we don't even know if
everything is thoroughly within these minutes.

I'm looking at minutes from 7-25, 7-7,
7-14. You know, how do we know what's in these
minutes here is accurate today?

Have we all gone through this? I'm
just now receiving it and it was not in our
Tuesday package.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Could we have a
little order, please. At this time Commissioner
Burton we would entertain your concern, but this
is not the proper time to address the issue.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: But through the
Chair, the public must be aware, you know,
informed about all activities that take place

here with the Board.
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COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

7/28/2016

Page 21

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: Mr. Chairman, I
wonder if we might ask the Secretary what his
thoughts are surrounding this. I would think
that some degree of getting the minutes out
earlier so that they could be perused would be
something that the Secretary would be anxious to
do.

I just wonder if perhaps we would --

COMMISSIONER BELL: Mr. Hicks?

COMMISSIONER BURTON: And a motion is
on the floor.

COMMISSIONER BELL: The motion, there's
no seconds, so there's no motion on the floor.

Mr. Hicks?

SECRETARY HICKS: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
What we typically do in connection with the
minutes is that pursuant to a meeting we prepare
essentially a quick draft of the minutes and we
keep those at draft in abeyance until we receive
-—- we actually receive -- and this has been
working out quite well -- receive the official
transcript from the court reporter.

The official transcript of the court
reporter contains everything in your meeting, so

any indication under the Open Meetings Act that

RISVl hansonreporting.com
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we are to report on who is present, what were the
actions and so on and so forth, all of those
things are, of course, inside of the official
transcript.

We then take that -- the transcript and
what -- the transcript is often times anywhere
from 100 to 150 pages long. You get the first
few pages of the transcript. What that typically
does is summarize of course who was present at
the meeting, it typically summarizes any actions
which you've taken and that's what you physically
see.

We then post the entire transcript at
the website, at the City of Detroit's website,
and 1f you go to the website now you'll see at
least a few years of postings, I think it's even
up to maybe five years of postings of your
official transcripts, and those transcripts are
the official minutes.

There's nothing in the Open Meetings
Act that says that you cannot use the transcript,
especially since you go through the process of
having the court reporter present and paying in
connection with that.

The only times that I anticipate that
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there would be a problem in this regard, and as I
understand it we haven't had this as a recent
problem at least, and that is when the payment
for the court reporter is extended because of
whatever city process is relative to contracts
and purchasing and so forth that we might then
have a problem in terms of getting the transcript
in here on a timely basis.

But that has not -- this is not
currently the state. We are getting the
transcripts in in a fairly short period of time,
able to then switch them out and have those
summary portions come to you all as a Board and
post the full transcript and all of that takes
place really with inside of a couple of weeks.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Through the
Chair?

COMMISSIONER BELL: Could you pause, I
think Commissioner Mallett wanted to follow up.

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: Thank you.
Through the Chair, Mr. Secretary, so the
transcript would get posted within -- would it be
24 hours before we meet? I think that
Commissioner Burton --

COMMISSIONER BURTON: 48 hours.

RISVl hansonreporting.com
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COMMISSIONER MALLETT: I understand.
Commissioner Burton is concerned that there be
some period prior to the meeting where we are now
-— that we all collectively have a chance to
review it. I'm just wondering operationally what
you believe your office could actually achieve.

SECRETARY HICKS: Thank you. Through
the Chair, in the last few weeks at least, and as
you know I've not been here that long, I have
noted that the transcripts are coming in on time
and that we are posting the transcripts
immediately upon receiving the transcripts, so
the transcripts may end up being posted prior,
two, three, maybe even four days prior to a
meeting, and if it's not, the lag time after the
meeting in terms of the official transcript
posting has been about a week.

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: Would you be
adverse to 24 hours prior to the regularly
scheduled Board of Commissioners meeting in terms
of having an official set of minutes posted on
the website?

I don't want to compromise the
operation and thrust upon you a set of

responsibilities that you can't meet, so I just
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wonder what you would recommend to us as a
response.

SECRETARY HICKS: Thank you and again,
through the Chair, my recommendation to you is
that we post the transcript immediately upon
receipt of the transcript from the court
reporting service. That, as I will say this,
will vary and it will wvary depending upon how
complicated the transcript -- the preparation of
the transcript may be as well as the payment from
the City.

Right now, it is working out, but what
I would say if we were to adopt a policy or a set
of practices in this area is to indicate to us
and we would do this and that is to post upon
receipt from the court reporting service.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you.
Commissioner Crawford or --

COMMISSIONER BURTON: It was Burton.
Through the Chair, I'd like for the Board's
attorney to weigh in on the Open Meetings Act as
well as the minutes retaining to the meeting.
Can you proceed, Attorney Bernard?

COMMISSIONER BELL: I'm going to ask

that we take a look at this item at another date

RISVl hansonreporting.com
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and time because we have convened this meeting to
have a short and to the point because we need to
be at the table to address and interact with our
young people which is a critical time and this
issue just came up, so if you would bear with me
in terms of the Chair of the Board, then we can
rush these issues --

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Through the
Chair, I'd like it if the Board attorney can talk
basically briefly on what the Open Meetings Act
what it retains as well as reporting those
minutes out. I think we do owe that to the
citizens and residents of Detroit.

We are the bridge between the
department as well as the residents, so we do
have our due diligence and I think since the
conversation has been brought up I'd like it if
our attorney can speak to the Open Meetings Act
as well as retaining to the meeting, the minutes.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Well, my ruling at
this time, Commissioner Burton, is that we move
and abide by the agenda and this is not on the
item for the agenda at this time. We can move
on.

I'm going to address the oral
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communication from the audience? Anyone would
like to speak at this time?

Okay, open letter, outside
communication from the public?

SECRETARY HICKS: Yes, Mr. Chair. What
we're typically doing when we receive in the
office any communication from the general public
and it may be anything ranging from an accolade
on the part of the Board and the department to a
complaint or whatever it might be, we then
immediately attach that to the Board agenda so
that you all will have it.

We further, if it's a complaint for
example, then we refer it to OCI or whatever the
proper place might be.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you, sir.
Next -- well, we stand adjourned if the Board --
if there's no other business to come before this
body, the Chair would entertain a motion to that
effect.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: So moved.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Second.

COMMISSIONER BELL: TIt's been property
moved and supported. Those in favor, aye?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.
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COMMISSIONER BELL: Those opposed?

Motion carries. I hope that we can all

participate if possible, I know Commissioner

Dewaelsche cannot attend. If you can make the

activities at Chene Park, right, AC Dolunt.

ASST. CHIEF DOLUNT: Sir.

COMMISSIONER BELL: They're looking for

our participation this afternoon. Thank you for

cooperation.

3:27 p.m.)

HANSON RENAISSANCE

COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported
stenographically the foregoing proceedings and
testimony under oath at the time and place
hereinbefore set forth; that thereafter the same
was reduced to computer transcription and that
this is a full, true, complete and correct

transcription of said proceedings.

i L

DALE E. ROSE,

CSR-0087
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